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Pittsburgh History & Landmarks Foundation

Founded in 1964, the Pittsburgh History & Landmarks
Foundation (Landmarks) is a non-profit historic preservation
group serving Allegheny County. It is dedicated to identifying
and preserving the architectural landmarks, historic neighbor-
hoods, and historic designed landscapes of Allegheny County,
and to educating people about this region’s architectural 
heritage and urban and landscape design history.

Landmarks is recognized as one of the nation’s leading 
historic preservation organizations. Its offices and reference
library are located on the fourth floor of The Landmarks
Building at Station Square.

If you are not yet a member of Landmarks, please join!
Call 412-471-5808, ext. 527, for membership information 
or for details on our tours, preservation services, educational
programs, and publications. Or visit our Web site at
www.phlf.org. Your support will help us protect the places
that make Pittsburgh home.

Pittsburgh History & Landmarks Foundation
100 West Station Square Drive, Suite 450
Phone: 412-471-5808  Fax: 412-471-1633  www.phlf.org
Pittsburgh, PA 15219-1134

The printing of this booklet was supported, in part,
by a grant from The Grable Foundation.
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What’s This Booklet All About?

It’s about a two-hour field trip with the Pittsburgh History & Landmarks Foundation to 
Carnegie Mellon University on a December morning in 2005 where students:

• Saw Douglas Cooper’s 200-foot-long, 10-foot-high mural of Pittsburgh. The mural 
includes illustrations of many historical and present-day South Side landmarks, and 
covers three walls on the second level of the University Center rotunda.

• Sketched a South Side landmark and then taped their sketches to a huge piece of paper, 
thus creating a mural of South Side landmarks to hang in their school hallway.

• Used one word they were assigned (such as “steel,” “peaceful,” or “slowly”) to write one 
sentence about the South Side landmark they sketched. Then, all the sentences were 
arranged in two “group poems” and published in this booklet on pages 4 and 5.

It’s also about a 75-minute classroom session in the afternoon of the same day 
where each student:

• Selected a photograph of a South Side landmark and then used a charcoal pencil to sketch it.

• Composed a poem of a least four lines about that South Side landmark. Students were asked 
to use personification, alliteration, metaphors, and similes in their writing. 

The student poems and sketches created during the afternoon session are published 
in this booklet. Each student was given a booklet and a copy was donated to the 
school library also.

Rotunda, University Center, CMU

“The Poetry and Art of South Side Landmarks” helps
fulfill academic standards in the Arts and Humanities,
History, Geography, and Reading, Writing, Speaking
and Listening. The program also encourages students
to look more closely at their neighborhood and to
realize that the buildings and places close at hand can
be sources for inspiration and creativity. Learning
about a community helps build pride and encourages
young people to take care of the places that add 
character and give significance to their hometown.
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South Side area buildings and details



Contents

Mrs. Bertha’s Fifth-Grade Class Group Poem 4
Mrs. Manack’s Fifth-Grade Class Group Poem 5
Shealynn Bell 6
Tommy Borne 7
Aleshia Cooley 8
K’Hari Lonesome 9
Shate Milligan 10
Brennen Ringloff 11
Kirstyn Garrett 12
Josh Shawhan 13
Amber Franklin 14
NaDrea Crosby 15
Ricky Boyle 16
Sabrina Frison 17
Jazmine Fields 18
Lord James 19
Tyler Watson 20
Davon Dawson 21
Justice Hall 22
Shontall Blue 23
Tionna Williams 24
Charles Igles 25
Marleka Robinson 26
Briana Brookins 27
Jazmine King 28
Jacob Shawhan 29
Michael Zapf 30
Adrian Embry 31
Kimberly Nichols 32
Vaughn Holly 33

3



The South Side Market House

This is my market house and I’m taller than the trees.
I burned, but I am here now: but how?
I am sturdy but not dirty.
I am as tall as the Great Wall of China.
I am as bright as the night fire; I am as bright as a sunset; I am a bright red light.
My building is as red as Rudolph’s nose.
Or bright red like a delicious apple.
The sky above me is as blue as a river.

My entrance is like a mouth: come in and I’ll eat you.
People like to eat fruit: it’s good for you. 

You will love the juice, sweet fruit; fruit is good to eat: 
bananas, apples, grapes — they’re really soft.

My windows are like my eyes; I seek who’s coming in.
My glass is shiny and can break.
My windows and doors are arched like a cylinder.
My curves are the tops of my eyes and the tops of my feet.
My roof is a triangle and the triangle is a thick triangle.

Me, the stone: I’m harder than a bone; I’m the stone on the building 
but I can break another stone. 

The bull’s head has fruit on it and really pointy horns.
The horns are pointy on the bull’s head. 

People play in me.
I live on Bedford Square; you can find me there.

Philip Murray School, Mrs. Bertha’s Fifth-Grade Class
December 15, 2005
The Poetry and Art of South Side Landmarks
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South Side Market House, Bedford Square



The Tenth Street Bridge

If you want to go to the South Side, ride me.
I’m big and yellow and I’m a nice fellow.
I am as strong as a vicious dinosaur.
I’m connecting the outstanding town to the beautiful neighborhood.

My cables weave patterns like hair braids.
I can see the road is as tiny as a mouse. 
My roadway is as narrow as an alley.
I rumble when cars go along my body.
I am as long as a deck that takes me into history.

I went under the thunder but I did not wonder.
There’s water flowing under me like a wave.
The river below me is blue like glue.
Below me is the deep blue sea.

The humongous hill that I can see is really green like broccoli. 
Mount Oliver is above me and it’s so tall.
I see the sky so high it’s like a rocket ship blasting up.

Philip Murray School, Mrs. Manack’s Fifth-Grade Class
December 19, 2005
The Poetry and Art of South Side Landmarks
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The Tenth Street Bridge and South Side Slopes 
Photo by Jim Judkis



I am a giant sign on a wall.
People play sports and games in my halls.
I have two horns and arms with corn.
I burnt down and was rebuilt soon after I was born.

Shealynn Bell
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Mrs. Bertha’s Fifth-Grade Class



I am the seal of Pittsburgh.
I protect you for all the things that will happen.
I am on a cop car.
I can see you with my own two eyes.
The castle on me means “the city.” 

Tommy Borne
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Mrs. Bertha’s Fifth-Grade Class



My windows are as clear as chandeliers,
And my bricks are as red as a crayon.
I am like a colorful box of crayons.
People walk by and comment about me. 

Aleshia Cooley
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Mrs. Bertha’s Fifth-Grade Class



I am the stone on the wall.
I have been carved from a bone.
As a stone I am doomed, 
Just as a bone is to a dog.
I am stuck to the wall.
People look at me but don’t lend a hand.
I want some holiday ham. 
I’m a carved stone.
Take a picture so I can walk.
I’m a holy man and 
I wish to be a bowling man.

K’Hari Lonesome
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Mrs. Bertha’s Fifth-Grade Class



I am a clock made of brick and paint.
I have a blue face with white hands and lots of numbers,
Just like a little clock.
But don’t talk to me —
I might bat you with my huge hands.
I am going to say “tic-tock.” 
I am a big clock on a building —
You can see me. 

Shate Milligan
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Mrs. Bertha’s Fifth-Grade Class



I am an anchor plate holding up the wall.
I am a star that shines on the wall.
I am as strong as a sheet of metal

that has been here for 100 years.

Brennen Ringloff
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Mrs. Bertha’s Fifth-Grade Class



Come in, I’m an apartment/restaurant
And my building is called “Locke’s.”
If you come in you will have a peaceful time
And you’ll have time to rest.
I have so much design on me 

that I think that I’m pretty.
I’m not dusty —
I’m really clean.
If you want to have a peaceful time
Come inside me.

Kirstyn Garrett
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Mrs. Bertha’s Fifth-Grade Class



My designs look like vines
And my finials look like ice cream cones.
I am a building on Carson Street
With fancy eyes so I can see
People coming inside of me.

Josh Shawhan
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Mrs. Bertha’s Fifth-Grade Class



My gold dome is like a chocolate bar wrapped up in foil.
My other domes look like melted chocolate.
My decorations look like fancy designs.
I have dark shadows on me
And the beautiful sky of the world is behind me.

Amber Franklin
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Mrs. Bertha’s Fifth-Grade Class



I am like the King because I am holding up all the bricks.
I’m round like the world.
And you can walk and talk when you’re walking through me.
I can be your shade when you are having fun inside my arch.
If you walk through me, you can see the city far below me.

NaDrea Crosby
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Mrs. Bertha’s Fifth-Grade Class



I am a bell tower,
Listen to my ring.
Children listen to me sing
Ding-a-ling-a-ling.
I am sturdy
But I’m not flirty.

Ricky Boyle
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Mrs. Bertha’s Fifth-Grade Class



I am a big school made of sandstone and brick.
Inside of me my walls are thick.
The tower says power
And is as red as an apple.

Sabrina Frison
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Mrs. Bertha’s Fifth-Grade Class



I am old.
I have tools that are sharp like my teeth.
I may be like ten years older than you because
I am 70 years old.
I am peach-colored, like a peach can be.
I have a display of merchandise in my windows.

Jazmine Fields 

18

Mrs. Bertha’s Fifth-Grade Class



I’m as pointy as a star in the sky,
Stuck to a wall very, very high.
I’m the colors orange and red,
The star on me is my head.
You can look upon me and say
I wish I may I wish I might.
The hole on me gives me good sight.

Lord James
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Mrs. Bertha’s Fifth-Grade Class



The Bridge

I’m as yellow as the sun.
I look like a harp
And I’m as tall as a giant.
I’m bumpy with waves
And float above water every day. 

Tyler Watson
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Mrs. Bertha’s Fifth-Grade Class



I Love

I love candy, I love kisses,
I love cleaning my room
And washing the dishes.

I love my teacher,
I love my classmates,
And I love that movie called “Fifty First Dates.”

I love homework,
I love school
And if someone asks me what I like
I’m going to say School rules!

I love my mom,
I love my dad,
But when I get in trouble I feel very sad.

Davon Dawson
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Mrs. Bertha’s Fifth-Grade Class



I am a bridge
As tall as the sky
And large like the ocean.
I help the cars go by.
I see them fly to my other side.
I’m here all day and night…
So you will see me again sometime.

Justice Hall
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Mrs. Bertha’s Fifth-Grade Class



I’m a hillside neighborhood. 
My houses are made out of bricks and wood.
I have lots of trees
With little busy bees.
My roof has lots of hair
— Like I really care!
I’m in lots of rows
With houses I really know.
I have tons of chimneys that 
Puff out smoke when the wind comes.
It blows, blows, blows.
I’m stuck on this hill so I can’t tilt.

Shontall Blue
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Mrs. Bertha’s Fifth-Grade Class



I hang on a wall so it won’t fall.
I’m a star that is up so far.
I’m like an anchor on a ship
But I hold the wall so it won’t tip. 

Tionna Williams
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Mrs. Manack’s Fifth-Grade Class



Everyone was coming to me
Eating food out of me.
Outside of me were two flags 
And they are still there.
My roof is white, shiny, and wavey 
And keeps people dry.
I am eighty-five 
And I have lived a good life.
I am made of brick, wood, and tile
And hope to be here for awhile. 

Charles Igles
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Mrs. Manack’s Fifth-Grade Class



I’m an ornament for the wall 
So it won’t fall.
I’m made out of clay.
People say “Hey” 
When they see me up high.
I’m up so high it almost looks like I’m in the sky.
I am so beautiful I can see a cuteful cloud.

Marleka Robinson
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Mrs. Manack’s Fifth-Grade Class



I am over one hundred years old.
I once was told I was beautiful and I still am.
The people are very nice to put a glass piece to protect me.
The pictures mean something like if I were the State seal.
Even though people don’t look much more at me, 
I know I’m important.
Please keep me for many more years.

Briana Brookins
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Mrs. Manack’s Fifth-Grade Class



I am gold, brown, black, and white
And I’m open all night.
I worship the God and he stands tall.
For over 100 years people have been in here.
My crosses are gold and I am cold outside.

Jazmine King
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Mrs. Manack’s Fifth-Grade Class



I’m 95 years old
And I’m very hungry.
If only I could get something in my tummy.
I’m oh so dirty.
If only the rain would come down and wash me.
I’m made of hard baked clay
And I’m covered with a shiny white glaze.
The mighty claws hanging on me
Are not used for weapons.
They are the symbol of my tribe
And, trust me, this is not a lie.

Jacob Shawhan
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Mrs. Manack’s Fifth-Grade Class



I’m as old as the building
And sometimes I feel cold.
I’m so bored
Because I’m just standing here
Looking over people.
I’m as hungry as an elephant.
I’m made of gray stone.
I would get some food
But I can’t move.
Can you throw me up a hamburger? 

Michael Zapf
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Mrs. Manack’s Fifth-Grade Class



To be or not to be,
This tower I see.
I sure can achieve.
And I know my last name isn’t Lee.

Hello, my name is J. Wagner,
And people see me as big as a ladder.
Soon, they say that they’ll make me madder.
But I am proud to be 100 years old
And I’m not bold. 

Adrian Embry
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Mrs. Manack’s Fifth-Grade Class



I was born in 1921.
I am 84 years old.
I have leaves and lions around me.
People drive by me every day.
People trust me with their money.
I’m made of stone 
And I live on Carson Street.
I need a shine on me so I can look pretty.

Kimberly Nichols
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Mrs. Manack’s Fifth-Grade Class



An anchor plate is strong.
That’s where I get my confidence from.
It holds up my wall like a mall’s wall.
It looks real cool
And fun like a pool. 
It’s not ever loose
Or stubborn like a moose.
The anchor plate is strong,
That’s where I get my confidence from. 

Vaughn Holly
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Mrs. Manack’s Fifth-Grade Class



Add another sketch and poem to this book.





More Programs Featuring 
South Side History & Architecture

The Pittsburgh History & Landmarks Foundation offers the following
educational programs to South Side schools, community groups, and the public
through the Neighborhood Assistance Program/Comprehensive Service Program.

Website—check it out!
www.spotlightonmainstreet.com

Field Trips
• Eye Spy on the South Side

• LTV/South Side Works Tour: Our Changing Community

• Pittsburgh Voyager: Seeing South Side from the Monongahela

• The Poetry and Art of South Side Landmarks

• South Side History & Architecture Days

• South Side School and Neighborhood Explorations

• South Side Silk Screens at the Andy Warhol

• East Carson Street Scavenger Hunt

In-School Resources
• South Side Back Then and Now Artifact Kit

• South Side Fact Sheets

• Career Awareness Programs

South Side Strolls
• Summer walking tours, every Saturday; free for everyone!

If you would like to volunteer to help with any of these educational 
programs or participate in any of these programs, call 412-471-5808, 
ext. 537, or email: maryann@phlf.org.



SOUTH SIDE BUILDING PRIDE
Neighborhood Assistance Program/Comprehensive Service Program

YEAR 9
Sponsored by the Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic

Development, PNC Bank, South Side Local Development Company, and the

Pittsburgh History & Landmarks Foundation.

For further information about the Neighborhood Assistance Program, 

contact the South Side Local Development Company by calling 

412-481-0651 or visit: www.southsidepgh.com

Thank you DCED,
PNC, and SSLDC for
your funding support
that makes these
programs possible.

—South Side Area Students

PNC Bank
1736 East Carson Street


