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NOTES TO TEACHERS and PROGRAM ORGANIZERS: 
 
1.  Before you begin the play, do the following: 
 

¥ Use cereal boxes to construct the following buildings that are 
featured in this play:  

 
––Fort Pitt Blockhouse 

  ––Burke’s Building 
  ––Factories, mills, and hillside houses 
  ––Your school 
  ––Allegheny County Courthouse 
  ––City-County Building  
  ––Smithfield United Church 
  ––Heinz Hall 
  ––Grant Building 
  ––Gulf Building 
  ––US Steel Building 
  ––One Mellon Center 
  ––PPG Place 
  ––a bridge 
 

¥ Cover the floor with white paper and mark the streets and 
rivers on it. Loosely crumple large pieces of paper to create 
the hills (Mt. Washington and Grant’s Hill—see the script). 
Use the attached PDF map as a reference for the streets. 

 



¥ Set each building in place on the white paper when it is 
announced in the play (see blue highlights in script). 

 
2.  Before you present the play, have students use their math skills 
     to fill in the red blanks in the script by figuring out how old the 
     buildings are. 
 
3.  Add information about your school to this script (see below).  
 
4.  Divide your students into the following categories with the 
     following responsibilities: 
 

¥ Stage crew team:  about 8 students can be responsible for 
placing each building properly on the map. (Encourage them 
to go through the motions of first digging a hole and then 
placing the building. Students can work in pairs.) 

 
¥ Announcers: 12 or more students can be responsible for 

reading the following script in clear, strong voices. Assign 
each student a section of the play. 

 
¥ Actors/Dancer s: 6 or more students can be responsible for 

choreographing dances for the beginning and ending of the 
play.  

 
¥ Drummers: 6 or more students can be responsible for 

creating a drum rhythm at the beginning and end of the play, 
and elsewhere if desired.  

 
 
 
PLAY BEGINS––Together, everyone says: 
 

Hel l o and WELCOME t o _ _ _ _ _  School .  

WeÕr e gl ad youÕr e her e t o l ist en t o our  

st or y  about  Pi t t sbur gh. Fi r st , l et  us 

int r oduce our sel ves.   

 

DRUM BEAT 



I Õm _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ;  I Õm _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ;  I Õm_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ , 

et cÉ .. t hr ough al l  st udent s.  

 
 
Student:     This year  we have been l ear ning 

about  Pi t t sbur gh. W e want ed t o br ing our  

ci t yÕs st or y  t o l i f e, so we used car dboar d 

box es t o const r uct  a model  of  Pi t t sbur gh. 

Doing t his has hel ped us under st and how 

our  ci t y  has gr own and changed over  t ime.   

 

Student:         Bui l ding t his ci t y  was not  al l  

t hat  easy .  But  we per sever ed: we wor ked 

t oget her , l ear ned t o be mor e pat ient , 

l ist ened t o each ot her sÕ ideas, sol ved 

pr obl ems, and wor ked t hr ough some pr et t y  

f r ust r at ing moment s.  W e kept  on wor king 

and now ar e pr oud of  what  we have 

cr eat ed.  This is OUR st or y  of  OUR ci t y .   

 
Student:        Our  st or y  begins wi t h t he l and 

at  t he Point , and wi t h t he r iver s and hi l l s 

beyond. The hi l l s wer e f or med 300 mi l l ion 

year s ago and ar e made of  sediment ar y  

r ock: coal , l imest one, shal e, and sandst one.  



The l and at  t he Point  is a mix t ur e of  l oose 

soi l  and gr avel .  

 

Student:     And did you know t hat  t he r iver s 

have been in t hei r  pr esent  cour ses f or  

12,000 year s? The names of  our  r iver sÐÐt he 

Al l egheny , Monongahel a, and OhioÐÐal l  

come f r om Nat ive Amer ican wor ds.  The 

r iver s wer e our  f i r st  r oads, br inging 

set t l er s and t r ader s t o t he ar ea and 

sending t hem on t hei r  way  t o ot her  pl aces.  

The Monongahel a River  f l ows nor t h t o t he 

Point  f r om West  Vi r ginia.  I t  has a mud 

bot t om, which is why  i t  l ooks br ownish 

somet imes. The Al l egheny  River  f l ows sout h 

t o t he Point  f r om Nor t her n Pennsy l vania.  I t  

has a r ock bot t om, which is why  i t  l ooks 

bl uer .  The Ohio River  is t he l ongest  of  t he 

t hr ee r iver s.  I t  f l ows 981 mi l es west  t o t he 

Mississippi  River .    

 
DRUM BEATS 
 



Student:    Nat ive Amer icans l ived in t his 

ar ea f or  mor e t han 10,000 year s.  Mor e t han 

250 year s ago, Fr ench and Br i t ish 

expl or er s, t r ader s, and Col onial  set t l er s 

st ar t ed coming t o t his r egion in not iceabl e 

number s.  The Fr ench and Br i t ish f ought  

against  each ot her  f or  cont r ol  of  t he l and 

at  t he Point .  Some Nat ive Amer icans sided 

wi t h t he Fr ench;  and some Nat ive 

Amer icans sided wi t h t he Br i t ish.   

  

Student:  Af t er  a f our - year  st r uggl e, t he 

Br i t ish beat  t he Fr ench and t ook cont r ol  of  

t he Point .  I n 1758ÐÐt hat Õs _ _ _ _  year s 

agoÐÐBr i t ish Gener al  John For bes named 

t his pl ace Pi t t sbur gh, in honor  of  Wi l l iam 

Pi t t  t he El der , who was a l eading member  

of  t he Br i t ish gover nment  and t he per son 

r esponsibl e f or  pl anning t he successf ul  

mi l i t ar y  st r at egy  t hat  r esul t ed in Br i t ish 

vict or ies against  t he Fr ench empir e ar ound 

t he wor l d, incl uding at  t he Point .  The 

Br i t ish For t  Pi t t  was bui l t  at  t he Point  and 

compl et ed in 1761. 



Student: The Bl ockhouse was bui l t  i n 1764 

t o hel p pr ot ect  For t  Pi t t .  I t  st i l l  st ands 

t oday  in Point  St at e Par k.  You shoul d 

def ini t el y  go see t he Bl ockhouse. I t  has 

f ive sides and is made out  of  r ed br i ck and 

t imber .  When For t  Pi t t  was no l onger  

needed and t he t own gr ew beyond For t  Pi t t , 

t he Bl ockhouse was t ur ned int o a house! 

Nevi l l e Cr aig, who became Pi t t sbur ghÕs 

FI RST hist or ian, was bor n in t he 

Bl ockhouse.  

 
Student:    Twent y  year s af t er  t he 

bl ockhouse was bui l t , a pat t er n (or  gr id) of  

st r eet s was l aid out  f or  Pi t t sbur gh in 1784. 

But  t his was onl y  a pl an on a piece of  

paper .  I t  t ook t ime t o act ual l y  cr eat e al l  

t he st r eet s.  I t  t ook year s f or  t he ci t y  t o 

gr ow. One t hing we l ear ned t hr ough t his 

pr oj ect  is t hat  i t  t akes a l ot  of  wor k, a l ot  

of  peopl e, and a l ot  of  t ime t o cr eat e a 

ci t y .  

 

 



Student:    I n t he st r eet  pl an, Penn and 

Liber t y  st r eet s wer e l aid out  par al l el  t o 

t he Al l egheny  River .  Ot her  maj or  st r eet s 

(Fi r st  t hr ough Sevent h) wer e l aid out  

par al l el  t o t he Monongahel a River .  W hen 

t hose t wo st r eet  gr ids wer e connect ed by  

cr oss st r eet s (l ike W ood and Gr ant  

st r eet s), t r iangul ar - shaped l ot s wer e 

cr eat ed al ong Liber t y .  That Õs why we have 

t r iangul ar - shaped bui l dings al ong Liber t y  

Avenue in Pi t t sbur gh!  

 
Student:    Did you know t hat  t her e used t o 

be sever al  ponds in t he ar ea t hat  is now 

downt own Pi t t sbur gh? W el l , t her e wer e 

some ponds. The biggest  pond was cal l ed 

Hoggs Pond, because a Mr .  Hogg pr obabl y  

owned t hat  ar ea of  l and l ong ago. So, t he 

ponds had t o be f i l l ed in bef or e t he st r eet s 

coul d be made.  

 

Student:    And t her e used t o be a huge 

Hi l l , or  hump, in t he ar ea wher e Gr ant  

St r eet  is now. I t  was cal l ed ÒGr ant Õs Hi l l  



or  Gr ant Õs Hump,Ó because Maj or  James 

Gr ant  was def eat ed t her e by  t he Fr ench 

and I ndians bef or e For t  Pi t t  was bui l t .  

Wor ker s scr aped away at  Gr ant Õs Hi l l  f or  

year s unt i l  i t  was f inal l y  l evel ed.  Then, we 

wer e abl e t o have f ai r l y  l evel  st r eet s f r om 

t he Point  al l  t he way past  Gr ant  St r eet .   

 

Student:   Once some of  our  st r eet s wer e 

l aid out , mor e bui l dings wer e bui l t .  I n 

1836ÐÐt hat Õs _ _ _  year s agoÐÐan Engl ish 

ar chi t ect  designed Pi t t sbur ghÕs f i r st  of f i ce 

bui l ding.  Amaz ingl y , t he Bur keÕs Bui l ding 

st i l l  sur vives on Four t h Avenue nex t  t o PPG 

Pl ace. Her eÕs an int er est ing f act : because 

t his bui l ding was made out  of  st one, i t  

sur vived t he GREAT FI RE of  1845 t hat  

swept  t hr ough 24 bl ocks of  Pi t t sbur gh. 

Mor e t han 900 bui l dings wer e dest r oyed. I f  

you wal k up t he main st ai r s of  t he bui l ding 

t o t he at t i c, you can st i l l  see t he char r ed 

t imber s.  

 



Student:   Af t er  t he Gr eat  Fi r e, Pi t t sbur gh 

st ar t ed t o r e- bui l d and ex pand. Our  ci t y  

became f amous f or  i t s indust r ies.  Thousands 

of  peopl e came her e f r om al l  over  t he 

wor l d t o wor k in gl ass f act or ies, i r on mi l l s, 

and l at er  st eel  mi l l s.  Al l  k inds of  bui l dings 

needed t o be bui l t .  Pi t t sbur gh expanded up 

hi l l s, and t ook over  independent  bor oughsÐÐ

and even a ci t yÐÐacr oss t he r iver s.  Houses 

wer e bui l t  on t he f l at  l and, r ight  near  t he 

f act or ies, and al so on t he hi l l sides and 

hi l l t ops, wher e t he views and t he ai r  was 

bet t er .   

 

Student:  Al l egheny  Count y  was gr owing t oo, 

and t he ci t y  and count y  needed a new 

cour t house and j ai l .  The Al l egheny  Count y  

Cour t house and Jai l , designed in 1884 by  

Bost on- ar chi t ect  Henr y  Hobson Richar dson, 

is our  ci t yÕs most  f amous bui l ding, f r om an 

ar chi t ect ur al  point - of - view.  Judges and 

member s of  t he j ur y  st i l l  meet  in t he 

Cour t house, but  Richar dsonÕs ol d j ai l  has 

been r enovat ed t o house t he Fami l y  Division 



of  t he Al l egheny  Count y  Cour t  of  Common 

Pl eas.  A por t ion of  one of  t he cel l  bl ocks 

has been saved as t he ÒAl l egheny  Count y  

Jai l  Museum.Ó You can visi t  t he Museum on 

Mondays ar ound noont ime. 

 

Student:    And of  cour se, t he gr owing ci t y  

and count y  needed school s.  Our  school  was 

bui l t  in _ _ _ _ _  (NOTE: inser t  t his 

par agr aph CHRONOLOGI CALLY so i t  f i t s in 

t he st or y  of  bui l ding Pi t t sbur gh. Add t ex t  

t o descr ibe your  school ;  l et  peopl e know 

f or  whom your  school  is named;  ment ion t he 

name of  t he ar chi t ect ;  ment ion i f  your  

school  has a Hist or i c Pl aque or  any  ot her  

Òawar ds.Ó Cont act  t he Pi t t sbur gh Hist or y  &  

Landmar ks Foundat ion f or  inf or mat ion: 412-

471- 5808, ex t .  537.)   

 

Student:    I n 1917 a new bui l ding was bui l t  

on Gr ant  St r eet  f or  our  Mayor  and f or  

peopl e who wor ked f or  t he Ci t y  of  

Pi t t sbur gh and f or  Al l egheny  Count y .  Our  

new Ci t y - Count y  Bui l ding was const r uct ed 



out  of  st eel  and f aced in st one.  The Ci t y -

Count y  Bui l ding has t hr ee gr eat  ent r ance 

ar ches.  Ther e is a l ong hal l way  inside t he 

bui l ding wi t h Òr owÓ of f i ces on ei t her  side.  

I n t he middl e of  t he hal l way  is a st at ue of  

Wi l l iam Pi t t , f or  whom Pi t t sbur gh is named. 

I t Õs an awesome bui l ding.   

 

Student:    Many di f f er ent  k inds of  

chur ches, synagogues, and t empl es wer e 

al so bui l t  in Pi t t sbur gh so t he peopl e who 

came t o t his ci t y  f r om many  di f f er ent  par t s 

of  t he wor l d coul d cont inue t hei r  r el igious 

and cul t ur al  t r adi t ions.  The Smi t hf iel d 

Uni t ed Chur ch was t he f i f t h bui l ding bui l t  

f or  t he Ger man immigr ant s who wor shipped 

t her e.  I t  was compl et ed in 1926 and is _ _ _  

year s ol d.  The spi r e is made out  of  a l ight -

weight  met al  cal l ed al uminum, and i t  was 

one of  t he f i r st  t imes al uminum was ever  

used in ar chi t ect ur e.    

 

Student:     Peopl e wor ked ver y  har d in 

Pi t t sbur gh. But , as t he ci t y  gr ew up, some 



pl aces wer e bui l t  so peopl e coul d wat ch 

movies or  enj oy  musical  event s.  Heinz  Hal l  

was compl et ed in 1926, in t he same year  as 

t he Smi t hf iel d Chur ch.  However , i t  was not  

cal l ed Heinz  Hal l  at  f i r st .  I t  was cal l ed t he 

Lowes- Penn Theat er , and peopl e went  t her e 

t o wat ch Òsi l ent Ó movies.  The Lowes- Penn 

Theat er  cl osed in 1964 and t her e was t al k 

of  t ear ing down t he bui l ding.  BUT 

f or t unat el y , Pi t t sbur gher s r eal i zed t hey  

coul d r ecycl e t he bui l ding as a per f or mance 

hal l  f or  t he symphony. Heinz  Hal l  opened in 

1971- - _ _ _  year s ago. I t  is one of  

Pi t t sbur ghÕs most  beaut i f ul  bui l dings.   

 

Student:    Soon af t er  Heinz  Hal l  and t he  

Smit hf iel d Chur ch wer e bui l t , t he Gr ant  

Bui l ding was compl et ed in 1930. Did you 

know t hat  t he beacon on t op f l ashes 

Pi t t sbur gh in Mor se Code? Air pl ane pi l ot s 

al ways know when t hey  r each Pi t t sbur gh, 

because t hey  see t he beacon f l ashing our  

name. The Gr ant  Bui l ding was t he t al l est  



bui l ding in Pi t t sbur gh f or  t wo year s 

UNTI LÉ   

 

Student:    É t he Gul f  Bui l ding was 

compl et ed in 1932. Then t he Gul f  Bui l ding 

became t he t al l est  bui l ding unt i l  t he US 

St eel  Bui l ding was bui l t  about  40 year s 

l at er .  W hen t he t op of  t he Gul f  Bui l ding is 

l i t  at  night , i t  is a weat her  beacon f or  our  

ci t y .  St eady  or ange means f ai r  and r ising 

t emper at ur es.  Fl ashing or ange means f ai r  

and f al l ing t emper at ur es.  St eady  bl ue 

means r ain or  snow and r ising 

t emper at ur es.  Fl ashing bl ue means r ain or  

snow and f al l ing t emper at ur es.  

 

Student:    Over  t he year s, downt own 

Pi t t sbur gh has become a pl ace occupied 

most l y  by  of f ice bui l dings.  Thr ee bui l dings 

in par t i cul ar  ar e qui t e not i ceabl e on our  

sky l ine.   These l ast  t hr ee bui l dings t hat  we 

had t ime t o const r uct  r eal l y  hel p make our  

car dboar dÐbox  ci t y  LOOK l i ke Pi t t sbur gh. 

 



Student:    Our  t al l est  bui l ding was 

compl et ed _ _ _  year s ago in 1971. The US 

St eel  Bui l ding is made out  of  st eel  and has 

a t r iangul ar  shape. I t  r eminds ever yone 

t hat  Pi t t sbur gh was once t he ÒWor kshop of  

t he Wor l d.Ó St eel  made in Pi t t sbur gh was 

used acr oss Amer ica t o bui l d br idges, 

bui l dings, car s, ships, and r ai l r oad r ai l s.  

Pi t t sbur gh st eel  was even used t o make 

paper  cl ips, bicycl es, nai l s, r ef r iger at or s, 

pipes, and washing machines.  The US St eel  

bui l ding is 841 f eet  t al l ÐÐt hat Õs t wice as 

t al l  as Mt .  Washingt on! 

 

Student:    One Mel l on Bank Cent er , l ocat ed 

on Gr ant  St r eet  near  t he US St eel  Bui l ding, 

is j ust  a l i t t l e shor t er  t han t he US St eel  

Bui l ding.  I t  is 723 f eet  t al l .  I t Õs onl y  _ _ _  

year s ol d, and was compl et ed in 1983. I t  is 

al so bui l t  out  of  st eel  and is f i l l ed wi t h 

of f ices.  One of  downt own Pi t t sbur ghÕs f our  

subway st at ions, or  ÒTÓ st at ions, is l ocat ed 

in t he basement  of  t he bui l ding.    

 



Student:    PPG Pl ace was bui l t  i n 1984 and 

is _ _ _  year s ol d.  The 40- st or y  gl ass t ower  

is sur r ounded by  f ive smal l er  bui l dings and 

over l ooks a pl aza.  Ther e is a f ant ast i c 

wat er  f eat ur e in t he pl aza when t he 

weat her  is war m. I n t he wint er , t he wat er -

f eat ur e ar ea is conver t ed int o an i ce-

skat ing r ink.  Anot her  neat  f act  about  t his 

new skyscr aper  is t hat  i t  is r ight  nex t  t o 

Pi t t sbur ghÕs f i r st  of f ice bui l ding.  Do you 

r emember  t he name of  t hat  bui l ding? I t  

was cal l ed t he Bur keÕs Bui l ding.  

 

Student:    Of  cour se t he ci t y  is made up of  

so many mor e bui l dings and pl aces: t her e 

ar e hospi t al s and f i r e st at ions, al l  k inds of  

st or es, hot el s, incl ines, br idges, t unnel s, 

par k ing gar ages, par ks, par k l et s, and so 

much mor e.  W e didnÕt  have t ime t o make 

al l  t he bui l dings and neat  pl aces in our  

ci t y , but  we did have f un bui l ding and 

l ear ning about  a f ew of  t hem. 

 



Student:    As our  ci t y  gr ows ol der  i t  is 

impor t ant  t o t ake car e of  t he ol der  

bui l dings t hat  connect  us t o our  past  

hist or y  and t hat  wer e designed by  f amous 

ar chi t ect s.  Our  ci t y  has so much char act er  

and per sonal i t y  because of  our  hist or i c 

bui l dings.    

 

Student:    We al so l ear ned t hat  our  ci t y  is 

a wor k in pr ogr ess.  Ther e is al ways 

somet hing new being const r uct ed, or  

somet hing ol d being f ix ed up.  And we began 

t o under st and t hat  WE ar e wor ks in 

pr ogr ess t oo! W e ar e gr owing up and 

gr owing ol der , j ust  l i ke our  ci t y  is.  And t he 

ol der  we get , t he mor e char act er  we have.  

And peopl e, j ust  l i ke ci t i es, ar e most  

f ascinat ing when t hey  have l ot s of  

char act er !  

 

Student:    WeÕd l ike t o end our  pl ay  wi t h a 

f ew dances and dr um sol os, j ust  t o r emind 

you t hat  our  ci t y  is f ul l  of  act ion and 

ener gy  and has a r hy t hm of  i t s own!  



 

Student:    Wel l , we hope you enj oyed our  

show about  Pi t t sbur gh.  Thank  you f or  

coming! And when you go out side our  school  

and see downt own Pi t t sbur gh in f r ont  of  

you, r emember  al l  t hat  we have t ol d you 

about  our  ci t y , i t s hist or y , and i t s 

l andmar ks.  

 

EVERYONE COMES FORWARD 
AND TAKES A BOW! 
 
 
LS: Downtown Pgh Play 2008 


